Waste jocility ™
draws approval |

By ROGER COHEN
News Tribune staff writer
SOUTH AMBOY — A county waste man-
agement official has said that he was
“surprised .. . by the adequacy” of a’
South Amboy chemical and sludge dispos-
al operation that camein for criticismat a
recent City Council meeting. . .- -~
Leonard Hilsen, chairman of the Middle-
sex County Solid Waste Management Pro-
- gram’'s Citizen Advisory Committee, said
, in a letter’ to Councilman-at-Large J..
~ Thomas Cross that he recently toured the
. local operation of the Modern Transporta-!
! tion Co: which usesa World War I1+*Liber-’
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. going operation.’
He said that

® tanks (and)
port.” -

* before transferringitinto deep-séabirg
! forocean'dumping el 1o Y ot b
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Hilsen said in his Aug. 2 letter to Cross .

‘Modern Transportation's South Amboy fa- ' Papi that its pe
cility and met with company Executive ;. be in order.: .
Manager Richard Miele and Vice Presi-°

dent Richard Albers as part of his. .

said. “'I saw nothing objectionable. Of -
course, that doesn't mean there isn't any-
thing objectionable there — this is an on-

Hogers' comments con-

cerning the vessels’ seaworthiness were

irrelevant because *'they are just storage

_aren't used for ocean trans-

Hilsen confirmed the councilman’s sus-

- picion that the naval ship stores chemicals ;
.but said the facility's *'safeguard systems

- are good if nothing outstanding.”

.., He pointed out that the terms *industri- ;

which usesa World war 11= L1 _al waste" and *“‘chemicals” are virtually %
ty:Ship’#and-a’barge-docked at the'city’s - synonymous.. *'The connotation is not a ;

piers.to storé industrial and-human waste’ _ good one,” Hilsen admitted. *'But Modern 2

es~" makes no attempt to hide the fact.”

: "+ Headded that the company's records

. +.are well-kept and corroborated assertions -

that he made the unannounced tour of by both Cross and city health officer David

rmits to operate seemed to ;

If 1 were an EPA (Federal Environ-
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agency's own studies to find an alteinativet mental Protection Agency) inspector, 1'd ;

vn studies Lo {ind an ai ve:. pe quite satisfied,” Hilsen declared, -
- to Edison’s-éonfrovérsial Kin-Biiclandfill . ‘Papi also made a recent inspection of °
* -for industrial waste-disposal. - .-

ern’s mpre -elaborate “industrial - waste
treatment plant in South Kearny for which

s e w—

*] was pleasantly surprised by the can-
dor of both men as well as the adequacy of

sor told Cross. ;| --v ..

-

the operation by, Cross -who' described
Modern as *‘a good peighbor'in'the

“eriticism by people who really know noth- -
ing about the Industry.”  -»% 5. S

en i

..-At the council session of July 20, Coun-
cilman Kenneth Rogers charged that the
company's one-time naval ship, supposed-.
“ly used for storage of non-flammable in--
dustrial waste from some 20 New Jersey

- ‘manulacturers, -and ' its ' sludge-holding
. barge are *‘unseaworthy.”.
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. - Rogers also said that the operation, .
" whase storage vessels are docked near the

former Pennsylvania Railroad deep-water

, coal piers, “looks like a junkyard.”” - . -,
The councilman went on to question

* whether Modern was properly licensed,

said he suspected that toxic chemicals are
being stered in the liberty ship and de-
manend a3 investigarion by the Stae De-

parent ar Fipvireninonisd Dratecrian

Ir

Hilsen also noted that he toured Mod-- - “some spillage" of sludge around the dock

. he also expressed a-high regard.: """ 7

their facilities,”" the waste disposal advi- - “maintenance appeared normal for a facili-
i - Hilsen was requested to comment upon -

city —-: that has been the subject of some .

. striction that Modern’s South Amboy {acil-

‘, - ing operations such as Modern’s will also

+. Modern's facility during. which he found

“: area but'found no leakage from the
;" storage vessels.. - Uil oWl TTIUoL
~-- On Rogers’ complaints. concerning the j
‘. alleged messiness of the operation, Hilsen ¢
- said he spotted no junk or garbage and the

-ty of its'type. - .

- = *It's:no yacht basin,’ he said. “But

" that's not-unusual.” ;o L R 0 L

-_. The county official took note of a waste

management bill recently approved by the.

. Legislature and now awaiting the gover-

nor's signature that would ban the disposal

- of toxic chemical waste within 1,000 yards
of a waterway. = L. -7t N

But he added his belief based on a pre- |

liminary examination of the proposed re- ]

ity would not be closed as a result because
it is a storage operation and thus repre-
sents an intermediate stage in the waste
disposal process. - U7 SRl L o
. Hilsen added his own opinion that barge-

soon [all under new state regulations and
possibly prohibition. ", .

In any case, the EPA, inresporse to this
summer's Lorg Island sludge attack ard
the massive fishkill in New.Jerser’s coust-
al waters. has ordered a halt to all acean
dumping by 1931 so Modern’s days 1a South
Amboy are numbered.
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